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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN TRADE DELEGATION TO AUSTRAILIA 

1. AUSTRALIAN EMBOFF (STEELE) HAS GIVEN FOLLOWING 
BACKGROUND ON THE RECENT VISIT TO CANBERRA OF NORTH 
KOREAN TRADE DELEGATION. 

2. THE DELEGATION SPENT TWO WEEKS IN AUSTRALIA AT 
THE BEGINNING OF JULY. HOLDING DISCUSSIONS WITH 
COMMERCIAL FIRMS AND OFFICIALS OF THE MINISTRY FOR 
OVERSEAS TRADE. AS AUSTRALIANS PREVIOUSLY TOLD US. VISIT 
WAS AGREED TO FOLLOWING NEGOTIATIONS IN JAKARTA BETWEEN 
AUSTRALIAN AND NORTH KOREAN EMBASSIES. 

3. STEELE SAID THE AUSTRALIANS WERE DETERMINED TO 
RESTRICT MISSION'S SCOPE TO PURELY ECONOMIC MATTERS. 

THE NORTH KOREANS, WHILE INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS, OBVIOUSLY WERE DETERMINED TO TAKE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVANCE THEIR POLITICAL CONTACTS 
WITH THE AUSTRALIANS. FOR EXAMPLE, ALTHOUGH 
AUSTRALIANS HAD ORIGINALLY INSISTED THAT NO PYONGYANG 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS BE INCLUDED IN THE 
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TO SEND ALONG A FOREIGN MINISTRY ' INTERPRETER". 

4. IN CANBERRA, IT EVOLVED THAT THE INTERPRETER, 

WHO SPOKE VERY POOR ENGLISH, WAS INDEED A DPRK 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL. HE APPROACHED 

AN AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICIAL 
AT A SOCIAL FUNCTION AND ATTEMPTED TO DISCUSS THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. 

5. IN A CALL ON MINISTER FOR OVERSEAS TRADE CAIRNS, 

THE LEADER G THE DELEGATION ALSO WENT IMMEDIATELY INTO 
THE QUESTION OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. CAIRNS AND 
OTHER AUSTRALIAN OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY DEFLECTED 
THESE APPROACHES BY REFERRING TO THE 
ESTABLISHED CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION IN JAKARTA, 
NOTING IT WAS PREMATURE TO DISCUSS DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS AT THIS TIME. 

6. ACCORDING TO STEELE, THE DELEGATION HAD REQUESTED 
AN EXTENSION OF STAY, BUT THIS WAS TURNED DOWN BY 
THE AU STRAILI AN S . RESULTS OF THE VISIT HAVE NOT YET 
BEEN EVALUATED BUT IT APPEARES THE NORTH KOREANS 
WILL BE PURCHASING SOME DUMP TRUCKS AND POSSIBLY 
WHEAT FROM AUSTRAILIA. 

HABIB 
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